
With more than 1.7 million 

Catholics in a 10 county area 

in 153 parishes, the needs of our 

diverse community are enormous. 

The Diocesan Services Fund, with 

its 60 plus programs, addresses many 

of these needs from lifelong religious 

education and formation for all 

Catholics, to the fulfillment of Christ’s 

command that we serve those who 

are sick, poor, elderly or in prison. 

Your gift to DSF helps thousands 

during the year and demonstrates 

our compassion for all 

people in need. 
     
DANIEL CARDINAL DINARDO 
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston

V 122,340 patients, families and clinical staff 
 received pastoral and sacramental ministry in 
 our area hospitals

V  843 Communion services were celebrated with  
 adults who are incarcerated

V  Over 770 visits were made to ships, fishing docks,  
 and hospitals to minister to seafarers by chaplains  
 in the Port Ministry (Apostleship of the Sea)

V  1,500 Adults Confirmed 

V  60 Catholic schools supported through the 
 Catholic Schools Office from Pre-K to 12th grade

V  3,600 youth grew spiritually and attended retreats  
 at Camp Kappe

“

”

Your Gift Touches 
Many Lives Throughout the Archdiocese

DSF programs served 
our local Church in many ways this 

past year with your help:

Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston
10 County 

Geographic Area
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Q: What is your role?
A: I really have two roles in the Archdiocese; 
I’m the director of the vocations office and 
the director of the seminarian office. For the 
seminarians, I’m kind of like their manager 
(think baseball manager). I work with the 
seminaries, supervising and coaching our 
seminarians to be the best candidate for 
priesthood they can be, and I discern with 
them their call to priesthood here in the 
Archdiocese. For discerners,  I  manage a 
team of vocational guides. My team and 
I listen to a young man or woman’s story, 
and with the Holy Spirit, guide them to their 
next step. 

Q: How do you spread the news 
of Vocations?
A: We’re working on some great communications 
tools, like our website, Instagram, and Face-
book page. We also send out emails to our 
collaborators in the parishes.   

Q: What does a typical day look 
like for you?
A: I usually work in the downtown chancery 
– the central offices of the Archdiocese. But 
I also travel a lot. I visit our seminarians in 
their seminaries. I visit parishes, especially 
on the weekends, and I work with a lot 
of  univers i ty students and help out with 
retreats and programs for young people. For 
a typical day, I might wake up at 5:30am 

The Corps provides sacramental and pastoral care to the patients, 
families and staff at hospitals and institutions located in the Texas Medical 
Center and other select hospitals in the Houston area. In addition to 
assigned priests, the Corps sponsors and trains pastoral assistants who help 
in bringing the healing presence of Christ to the sick and the infirmed.

Catholic 
Chaplain 

Corps

4 lay 
chaplains

9 
priests

Added coverage
to hospitals and
nursing homes

80% 
increase in services 

since 2014

275 + 
trained
pastoral
visitors

THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN CORPS 
SERVES AN EVER GROWING 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN OUR 
ARCHDIOCESE.

OFFICE OF VOCATIONS

to pray, exercise and get ready for my day. 
I’ll commute from the seminary into the 
chancery of f ice around 8:30am, go to a 
neighboring university to hear confessions 
and celebrate noon mass, and have more 
small meetings with discerners, staff, or 
volunteers until the sun sets. 

Q: How is your office changing? 
A: We’re trying to empower more and more 
young people to discern – really follow 
the God-given path that God has placed 
in their heart. We’ve been trying to teach 
discernment more, offer more opportunities 
for prayerful discernment, and train people 
to be vocational guides.  

Q: How proud were you of these 
recent ordinations, the largest class 
in many years?
A: I’m really happy for those seven men. 
I can’t really take credit for their ordination, 
but I can take joy in it!

Q: What could parishioners do to 
help foster vocations?
A: They can offer their prayers and encouraging 
words. Making choices is hard. It’s always 
been hard, but now more than ever; young 
people face a paralyzing array of choices. 
Some encouragement is needed for them 
to go forward, especially in counter-cultural 
ways like priesthood and religious life. 

GET TO KNOW 
FR. RICHARD MCNEILLIE 

OUR DAILY BREAD
This day center in Galveston provides human services to women and men 
who are experiencing homelessness. It is committed to upholding the 
dignity of each person by providing programs to help break the cycle of
homelessness. The staff encourages and empowers those seeking help 
to make positive choices, to seek treatment for mental, emotional or 
addictive disorders, and to develop a plan of action and a network 
of community support.

Toward this, the center provides counseling, nutritious meals, support 
groups, clothing, hygiene articles, referral, and education.

            Here’s how we met a need

	V24,977   Total meals served

	V1,036  Counseling sessions conducted

	 V69%  Overall clients served were men

	V3,035  Attendees at AA and 
  NA meetings

	 V457  New clients served

	V36-50  Average age 
  of clients
          *Numbers from 2018 
       calendar year
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Your gift to DSF affects the lives of so many!

DSF supports a broad 
range of ministries in our 
Archdiocese including:

V	Nurturing and Strengthening Families

V	Promoting, Preparing and Supporting the Clergy

V	Teaching, Evangelizing and Worship 

V	Ministering to the Poor, the Sick and the 
 Incarcerated

For a full listing and description 
of each program, please visit archgh.org/dsf.

 The Diocesan Services Fund affords each one 
of us the opportunity to do God’s work on earth. 

Through DSF, critical pastoral, educational 
and social needs are met in a way that reveals 

God’s love, compassion and hope. 

Learn more about DSF!

Scan the QR code a  
with your camera app.

It’s simple!


